Directions for the MSWord Version of the Double Graduate Degree Form
The file that you have just opened is both a Word document and is Protected.  This means that you can only fill in information in the provided spaces.  Moving from one area to the next can be accomplished by hitting your "tab" key.  Any additional information that you cannot get into these "open" areas should be typed onto your sheet with a typewriter or provided in an appendix.  

When you have completed your certification, you should print a copy of the document for signatures and final approval by our office and the Chair.  Our office will only take paper copies of this document for approval.  If you have any questions about this form, give Jim Miller a call at 263-4373 or email at jemiller@wisc.edu.  

DOUBLE GRADUATE DEGREES
Definition
When a double degree is completed there are two degrees from two graduate majors, for example, a M.S. in Land Resources and a M.S. in Geology, or a M.S. in Water Resources Management and a M.S. in Civil and Environmental Engineering.  Depending on the requirements of each major, there may be only one thesis representing both majors, or there may be two theses or projects (one for each major).  For double degree consideration, the Graduate School allows the double counting of up to 25% of the total number of credits from the major having the lower credit requirement.  An exception to this rule is the Water Resources Management Program in which the Graduate School allows double counting of all 15 credits in the area specialty.  All double-degree candidates must meet the Graduate School's residence requirement as well as the academic requirements of both majors.

Credit Requirement
Double graduate degrees are normally done only at the master's level.  The principal reason for this is the minimum credit requirement.  For a double M.S. degree, the minimum credits required are 16 credits x 2, for a total of 32 credits.  While in theory it would be possible to do a double Ph.D., this would result in 32 credits x 2, for a total of 64 credits, an unlikely choice for most students.  

Committee Members
For a student pursuing a double master's degree, the composition of the faculty advisory committees should represent both majors.  To ensure this kind of representation, the student is asked to put together faculty committees that are not identical to each other; in other words, the two committees must differ in composition by at least one member.

Filing Process
A student must have the support of both degree programs in order to pursue a double degree.  This is initiated by seeking admission to the second graduate department through completion of an "Addition of Major" form, available from the Graduate School.  Once this form has been accepted, the student may go ahead with the actual course work planning for the double degree, which is done by filing a double degree form with the Environmental Studies Academic Programs Office.  Because this step involves specific course work selection, it is best done as a part of the program certification process.  At the very latest, it must be completed one semester prior to receipt of a degree.  

A copy of the environmental studies double degree form is attached.  This form consists of two parts: the course lists and the signatures of the major professors.  It is the student's responsibility to complete the course lists, obtain the signatures, and submit this form to the Academic Programs Office in Room 70 Science Hall.  All information must be typewritten except, of course, for the signatures.  Please note that this form requires a listing of the courses used to satisfy the Nelson Institute graduate program requirements (first column), the courses used to satisfy the second graduate program requirements (second column), and a record of those courses being double counted; the double-counted courses should not only appear in both columns, but should also be identified with asterisks.  Any questions about completion of this form may be directed to our Academic Programs Office.
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Gaylord Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies

Academic Programs

Double Master’s Degree Course List

     
Student name and ID#

For each course listed, include the department name/course number, course title, credits, semester/year taken or anticipated, and grade if completed (e.g. Geology 627, Hydrogeology. 4 cr, fall/94, AB)

	Name of environmental studies

graduate program:      
     
	Name of other graduate program:

     
     

	Total credits for environmental studies graduate program:      
Signature of major professor
Date
	Total credits for other graduate program:

     
Signature of major professor
Date


Please mark with an asterisk (*) those courses that are double counted.  Then give their credit total below.

Number of credits that overlap:      
