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Project Background
● Creating a Cultural Resources Map for the 

Ho-Chunk Nation

 

Example map: 
https://www.envdhawaii.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/oahu-
cultural-resources-map.jpg 

● Useful in educating the general public 
about history and presence, mound 
preservation, stewardship and etiquette

● Will hopefully aid in protecting those 
cultural resources from being abused in 
the future

https://www.envdhawaii.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/oahu-cultural-resources-map.jpg
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https://www.census.gov/population/www/cen2000/censusatla
s/pdf/3_Race-and-Hispanic-Origin.pdf

Misrepresentation in Mapping and Data



Tohono O’odham Border Conflict

● Cultural histories place the Tohono 
O’odham in Southern Arizona and the 
Mexican state of Sonora as much as 
3,000 years ago

○ Euro American historical accounts 
~300 years ago

Think About It:

Consider the different ways cultures 
document history. How did this affect the way 
Euro Americans approached land acquisitions 
in the American West?

http://www.erasetheborder.com/images/oodham_map_revised.png



Overview of Conflict
Gadsden Purchase 1854

● “Line in the Sand” approach
● Environmental Considerations
● Cultural considerations

1994 U.S. Southern Border Strategy

● Militant presence at borders
● Drove illegal activity to rural areas
● How to solve a problem we created?

https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/images/opa/border-security/14_1009_s1_borde
r_slide-34.jpg



Lessons Learned
1) Failure to acknowledge and document the existence, culture, settlement and of 
indigenous peoples 

● Use culturally diverse documentation methods and understanding is crucial for accurate 
representation in data

○ Oral Histories
○ Landmarking

2) Historical decision-making has lasting effects on future generations and 
should be used as a predictive and planning measure in legislature.

● System dynamics based on policy and outcomes 



Navajo-Hopi Protection of Big Mountain Reservation

● 1863: Death Marches
● 1951: Coal rush begins
● 1967: Peabody Coal lease
● 1974: Relocation Act
● 1996: Peabody’s right to 

mine is revoked
● 2008-2010: The last 

stand http://www.umich.edu/~snre492/parker.html

Diné: “Children of the Holy People”
Hopi: “Peaceful Little Ones”



Lessons Learned
● Inhumane acts committed by government against Native American people, 

and any peoples for that matter, should never be allowed.

● Sovereign Tribal Nations need to have more autonomy when dealing with 

matters within their borders.

● Pre-established land rights must be followed so land partitioning of already 

occupied land does not occur.

● These lessons should be kept in mind when dealing with future cases 

involving mapping land boundaries such as resource mapping in Monona.



Mille Lacs Battle to Assert Treaty Rights
● Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe of the MN 

Chippewa Tribe
● Chippewa = Ojibwe (Preferred by Mille 

Lacs)
● Oral history suggests the Ojibwe arrived in 

MN ~500 years ago, originating near the 
Atlantic coast.

Background and Argument: 

Economic forces driven by business men and 
the US Govt. facilitated the 1837 land cession 
treaty among others. 

The treaty promised certain rights to the Mille 
Lacs Band, but the state government was able 
to deny those rights because the band lacked 
autonomy and self-regulating power.

http://www.glifwc.org/map.html 

http://www.glifwc.org/map.html
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Timeline
1837 - The fur trade collapsed and the Ojibwe ceded their land in exchange for $24,000 in cash, and 
land-use rights in the ceded territory and beyond

1990 - Mille Lacs Band sues State of Minnesota

1993 - The DNR collaborated with the band on a settlement agreement which failed

1994 - U.S. District Court rules that treaty rights are valid

1997 - Scope of treaty rights determined (detailed conclusions about seasons, bag limits, methods, commercialization, and 
general land-use)

1999- Supreme Court affirms ruling (Mille Lacs awarded $3.9 million with all legal expenses paid by the state of Minnesota).



Ceded Territory Map
● The Mille Lacs case study is only one of 

many similar land cession disputes 
that happened across the midwest. 

 

http://www.kstrom.net/isk/maps/mn/treatie
s.html

● Example: The Fon du Lac tribe of Lake 
Superior Chippewa fought to affirm 
1854 Treaty rights at the same time.



Lessons Learned
● The Mille Lacs band lacked autonomy and 

self-regulating power which left the band vulnerable to 
abuse by the government.

○ Maps, borders and rights were explicitly defined, but that was not 
enough

● Conflicting interests over cultural resources are still 
disputed

○ Cultural resources relevant to both tribes and non-native local.
○ Fish, game, timber, crops, land must be managed collaboratively 

and respectfully
○ We must promote cultural competency


