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We donWe don’’t want an equal piece of the same t want an equal piece of the same 
rotten carcinogenic pie.rotten carcinogenic pie.

Ynestra King, ecofeminist author and activistYnestra King, ecofeminist author and activist



Environmental justice: a history Environmental justice: a history 
of key conceptsof key concepts

�� Critique of environmental racism (1980Critique of environmental racism (1980 --94):94):

1. disparate impacts; exposure to risks (politics of EIS)1. disparate impacts; exposure to risks (politics of EIS)
2. procedural, organizational, and geographic inequities; hence:2. procedural, organizational, and geographic inequities; hence:

participatory democracyparticipatory democracy
3. some, a few: sustainability; local knowledge; self3. some, a few: sustainability; local knowledge; self--governance; governance; 

place and identity (Pulido, Pardo, Peplace and identity (Pulido, Pardo, Peñña)a)
4. 1994: watershed event 4. 1994: watershed event –– EO 12898EO 12898

�� Search for Search for ‘‘ just sustainabilitiesjust sustainabilities ’’ (1994(1994--present):present):

1. Sustainable development or resilient inhabitation? Biocultura1. Sustainable development or resilient inhabitation? Biocultural l 
diversity: high cultural diversity = high biodiversitydiversity: high cultural diversity = high biodiversity

2. Equity or autonomy? Critique of environmental governmentality2. Equity or autonomy? Critique of environmental governmentality & & 
neoliberal ecologismneoliberal ecologism

3. TEK (traditional environmental knowledge) and place3. TEK (traditional environmental knowledge) and place--based based 
ecosystem management [sic]ecosystem management [sic]
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The environment is the place The environment is the place 
where we live, work, play, where we live, work, play, 
and worship.and worship.

We speak for ourselves.We speak for ourselves.
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�� 1991  1991  •• Summit I Summit I -- Principles adoptedPrinciples adopted

�� 1994  1994  •• Executive Order 12898; NEJACExecutive Order 12898; NEJAC

�� 1997  1997  •• Santa Fe Meeting and Natural Assets Santa Fe Meeting and Natural Assets 
projectproject

�� 2002  2002  •• Summit II Summit II –– Principles revisited Principles revisited 
and reand re--assertedasserted

�� 2003  2003  •• Just sustainabilities Just sustainabilities (Bullard et al)(Bullard et al)

�� 2005  2005  •• Power, justice and the environment Power, justice and the environment 
(Pellow et al)(Pellow et al)



Principles of Environmental JusticePrinciples of Environmental Justice

P R E A M B L E P R E A M B L E 

We, the people of colorWe, the people of color , gathered together at this multinational , gathered together at this multinational 
People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit, to begin People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit, to begin 
to build a national and international movement of all peoples to build a national and international movement of all peoples 
of color to fight the destruction and taking of our land s and of color to fight the destruction and taking of our land s and 
communities, do hereby recommunities, do hereby re--establish our spiritual establish our spiritual 
interdependence to the interdependence to the sacredness of our Mother Earthsacredness of our Mother Earth; to ; to 
respect and respect and celebrate each of our culturescelebrate each of our cultures, languages and , languages and 
beliefs about the natural world and our roles in healing beliefs about the natural world and our roles in healing 
ourselves; to insure environmental justice; to promote ourselves; to insure environmental justice; to promote 
economic alternatives which would contribute to the economic alternatives which would contribute to the 
development of development of environmentally safe livelihoodsenvironmentally safe livelihoods; and, to ; and, to 
secure our political, economic and cultural liberation that has secure our political, economic and cultural liberation that has 
been denied for over 500 years of colonization and been denied for over 500 years of colonization and 
oppression, resulting in the poisoning of our communities and oppression, resulting in the poisoning of our communities and 
land and the genocide of our peoples, do affirm and adopt land and the genocide of our peoples, do affirm and adopt 
these Principles of Environmental Justice: these Principles of Environmental Justice: 



1. Environmental justice affirms the sacredness of Mother Earth,1. Environmental justice affirms the sacredness of Mother Earth, ecological ecological 
unity and the unity and the interdependence of all species, and the right to be free interdependence of all species, and the right to be free 
from ecological destruction. from ecological destruction. 

2. Environmental justice demands that public policy be based on 2. Environmental justice demands that public policy be based on mutual mutual 
respect and justice for all peoples, respect and justice for all peoples, free from any form of discriminationfree from any form of discrimination
or bias. or bias. 

3. Environmental justice mandates the right to ethical, balanced3. Environmental justice mandates the right to ethical, balanced and and 
responsible uses of land and renewable resourcesresponsible uses of land and renewable resources in the interest of a in the interest of a 
sustainable planet for humans and other living things. sustainable planet for humans and other living things. 

4. Environmental justice calls for universal protection from nuc4. Environmental justice calls for universal protection from nuclear testing, lear testing, 
extraction, production and disposal of toxic/hazardous wastes anextraction, production and disposal of toxic/hazardous wastes and d 
poisons and nuclear testing that threaten the poisons and nuclear testing that threaten the fundamental right to fundamental right to 
clean air, land, water, and food. clean air, land, water, and food. 



5. Environmental justice affirms the fundamental right to politi5. Environmental justice affirms the fundamental right to political, cal, 
economic, economic, cultural and environmental selfcultural and environmental self--determinationdetermination of all of all 
peoples. peoples. 

6. Environmental justice demands the 6. Environmental justice demands the cessation of the production of all cessation of the production of all 
toxins, hazardous wastestoxins, hazardous wastes, and radioactive materials, and that all past , and radioactive materials, and that all past 
and current producers be held strictly accountable to the peopleand current producers be held strictly accountable to the people for for 
detoxificationdetoxification and the and the containmentcontainment at the point of production. at the point of production. 

7. Environmental justice demands the 7. Environmental justice demands the right to participate right to participate as equal as equal 
partners at every level of decisionpartners at every level of decision--making, including needs making, including needs 
assessment, planning, implementation, enforcement and evaluationassessment, planning, implementation, enforcement and evaluation. . 

8. Environmental justice affirms the right of all workers to a 8. Environmental justice affirms the right of all workers to a safe and safe and 
healthy work environment healthy work environment without being forced to choose between an without being forced to choose between an 
unsafe livelihood and unemployment. It also affirms the right ofunsafe livelihood and unemployment. It also affirms the right of those those 
who work at home to be free from environmental hazards. who work at home to be free from environmental hazards. 



9. Environmental justice protects the right of victims of enviro9. Environmental justice protects the right of victims of environmental nmental 
injustice to receive full injustice to receive full compensation and reparations compensation and reparations for damages as for damages as 
well as well as quality health carequality health care. . 

10. Environmental justice considers 10. Environmental justice considers governmental acts of environmental governmental acts of environmental 
injustice a violation of international lawinjustice a violation of international law, the Universal Declaration On , the Universal Declaration On 
Human Rights, and the United Nations Convention on Genocide. Human Rights, and the United Nations Convention on Genocide. 

11. Environmental justice must recognize a special legal and nat11. Environmental justice must recognize a special legal and natural ural 
relationship of Native Peoples to the U.S. government through relationship of Native Peoples to the U.S. government through 
treaties, agreements, compacts, and covenants affirming treaties, agreements, compacts, and covenants affirming sovereignty sovereignty 
and selfand self--determination. determination. 

12. Environmental justice affirms the need for 12. Environmental justice affirms the need for urban and rural ecological urban and rural ecological 
policies to clean up and rebuild policies to clean up and rebuild our cities and rural areas in balance our cities and rural areas in balance 
with nature, honoring the cultural integrity of all our communitwith nature, honoring the cultural integrity of all our communities, and ies, and 
provided fair access for all to the f ull range of resources. provided fair access for all to the f ull range of resources. 

13. Environmental justice calls for the strict enforcement of pr13. Environmental justice calls for the strict enforcement of principles of inciples of 
informed consent, and a informed consent, and a halt to the testing of experimental halt to the testing of experimental 
reproductive and medical procedures and vaccinations on people oreproductive and medical procedures and vaccinations on people of f 
color. color. 



14. Environmental justice 14. Environmental justice opposesopposes the destructive operations of the destructive operations of multimulti--national national 
corporationscorporations. . 

15. Environmental justice 15. Environmental justice opposes military occupation, repression and opposes military occupation, repression and 
exploitation exploitation of lands, peoples and cultures, and other life forms. of lands, peoples and cultures, and other life forms. 

16. Environmental justice calls for the 16. Environmental justice calls for the educationeducation of present and future of present and future 
generations which emphasizes social and environmental issues, bagenerations which emphasizes social and environmental issues, based on sed on 
our experience and an appreciation of our our experience and an appreciation of our diverse cultural perspectivesdiverse cultural perspectives. . 

17. Environmental justice requires that we, as individuals17. Environmental justice requires that we, as individuals, make personal and , make personal and 
consumer choicesconsumer choices to consume as little of Mother Earth's resources and to to consume as little of Mother Earth's resources and to 
produce as little waste as possible; and make the conscious deciproduce as little waste as possible; and make the conscious decision to sion to 
challenge and reprioritize our lifestyles to insure the health ochallenge and reprioritize our lifestyles to insure the health of the natural f the natural 
world for present and future generations. world for present and future generations. 
The Proceedings to the First National People of Color EnvironmenThe Proceedings to the First National People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit are tal Leadership Summit are 
available from the United Church of Christ Commission for Racialavailable from the United Church of Christ Commission for Racial Justice, 475 Riverside Dr. Justice, 475 Riverside Dr. 
Suite 1950, New York, NY 10115.Suite 1950, New York, NY 10115.
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�� 1991  1991  •• Summit I Summit I -- Principles adoptedPrinciples adopted

�� 1994  1994  •• Executive Order 12898; NEJACExecutive Order 12898; NEJAC

�� 1997  1997  •• Santa Fe Meeting and Natural Assets Santa Fe Meeting and Natural Assets 
projectproject

�� 2002  2002  •• Summit II Summit II –– Principles revisited Principles revisited 
and reand re--assertedasserted

�� 2003  2003  •• Just sustainabilities Just sustainabilities (Bullard et al)(Bullard et al)

�� 2005  2005  •• Power, justice and the environment Power, justice and the environment 
(Pellow et al)(Pellow et al)
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2002  2002  •• Alexander v. Sandoval undermines Alexander v. Sandoval undermines 
use of Title VI of the 1964 CRA in EJ use of Title VI of the 1964 CRA in EJ 
lawsuits seeking mitigation/prevention of lawsuits seeking mitigation/prevention of 
disparate impacts disparate impacts 

2004  2004  •• Bush administration announces Bush administration announces 
that environmental justice is colorthat environmental justice is color--blind blind 
and applies to all people regardless of and applies to all people regardless of 
race, ethnicity, national origin, or social race, ethnicity, national origin, or social 
class.    class.    



REALITY CHECK: The colorREALITY CHECK: The color --blind ideology of Bushblind ideology of Bush ’’s s 
neoliberal ecologism is betrayed  by the aftermath of the neoliberal ecologism is betrayed  by the aftermath of the 
social disaster that followed in the wake of Katrin a and social disaster that followed in the wake of Katrin a and 
left 75,000 displaced residents unable to return ho me.left 75,000 displaced residents unable to return ho me.



Where does this leave us?Where does this leave us?
What are the What are the ‘‘best practicebest practice’’ frontiers of frontiers of 
environmental justice?environmental justice?

1. Transnational place-makers: Ecological 
rationalities of the Mesoamerican diaspora & 
resistance to neoliberal urban/regional 
planning

2. Resurgence of the commons: Rural & urban 
communities are re-making places by 
resisting privatization of spaces and 
practicing their own freedoms through local 
autonomy

3.  Resilience: Beyond sustainability is a 
movement focused on health of earth and 
body through food sovereignty: This is slow 
food for cultural survival.



DiasporaDiaspora
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Autonomy cannot be bullAutonomy cannot be bull--dozed.dozed.



. �*�!�����	������. �*�!�����	������. �*�!�����	������. �*�!�����	������. �*�!�����	������. �*�!�����	������. �*�!�����	������. �*�!�����	������

Diversity, the key Diversity, the key 
to resilienceto resilience



Acequia Acequia •• from the Arabic, from the Arabic, asas--SaquiyaSaquiya, the , the 
water bearer or the one who carries the water bearer or the one who carries the 
water; also: the barmaid.water; also: the barmaid.

A community irrigation ditch and its selfA community irrigation ditch and its self--
governing association of parciantes who governing association of parciantes who 
irrigate using gravityirrigate using gravity--driven capture of driven capture of 
snowsnow--melt spring runoff. The customary melt spring runoff. The customary 
law of the acequia is governed by its own law of the acequia is governed by its own 
distinct rationality characterized as a distinct rationality characterized as a 
water democracy. Water is an assetwater democracy. Water is an asset--inin--
place and cannot be severed from the place and cannot be severed from the 
landscape; it is a community asset and landscape; it is a community asset and 
not a commodity.not a commodity.
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Resurgence of the Commons: Resurgence of the Commons: 
Social movement mobilization must be Social movement mobilization must be 

understood as an institution of collective actionunderstood as an institution of collective action



EcoEco--justice ethics demand that we resist the justice ethics demand that we resist the 
commodification of the Earth and our bodies.commodification of the Earth and our bodies.
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Pan de horno from Las 
Comadres de San Luis; 
commercial-grade 
kitchen



Semilla sagrada: bioregional Semilla sagrada: bioregional 
seed savers exchangeseed savers exchange



Organic  livestock cooperative and Organic  livestock cooperative and mestamesta



Adaptive Responses to Climate Change and Peak Oil: Adaptive Responses to Climate Change and Peak Oil: 
Biological Traction, Biodiesel, and ChimerasBiological Traction, Biodiesel, and Chimeras



WomenWomen--led, the environmental justice movement led, the environmental justice movement 
for food sovereignty is known as for food sovereignty is known as ““food justice.food justice.””

La cooperativa de las mujeres  in Bellingham, WA, La cooperativa de las mujeres  in Bellingham, WA, 
is a food sovereignty project of Community 2 is a food sovereignty project of Community 2 
Community Development, a multiracial grassroots Community Development, a multiracial grassroots 
ecofeminist organization.ecofeminist organization.



Healthy bodies through local food systems based on Healthy bodies through local food systems based on 
communitycommunity--based agriculture that canbased agriculture that can

rere--animate heritage cuisinesanimate heritage cuisines





AlAl--munyahmunyah. A private agricultural experiment . A private agricultural experiment 
station established during the Moorish station established during the Moorish 
occupation of aloccupation of al--Andaluz used for in situ Andaluz used for in situ 
research and extension.research and extension.



For more information and resources, For more information and resources, 
please visit please visit www.acequiainstitute.orgwww.acequiainstitute.org


